
AGRIBUSINESS FINANCE
Our fi rm regularly represents borrowers and lenders in the area of food 
and agribusiness fi nance. We have assisted agricultural lenders, including 
banks, farm credit system associations, life insurance companies and 
agricultural private equity funds in whole loan, participated, club and 
syndicated credits. Our team’s varied lending experience includes 
general farm, equipment, livestock, dairy, commodities, crop production, 
meatpacking, vineyard, winery, forestry and orchard loans. In addition, 
we regularly assist agricultural borrowers in the negotiation and 
implementation of their whole loan, multilender term and revolving facilities, 
including the issuance of the various opinions necessary to facilitate these 
transactions. Among these clients are agricultural producers, commodities 
and feed sellers, alternative fuel manufacturers and agricultural equipment 
leasing companies. 

Our agribusiness lending team provides guidance in revolving and term 
loan documentation, loan protection strategies and borrowing fl exibility. Our 
expertise extends from day-to-day lending questions, to complex tax and 
regulatory issues. We also provide counsel on construction and permanent 
debt and equity facilities for projects, including farm improvements, 
agribusiness facilities, distribution centers and ethanol production facilities. 

Multistate Financing 
Our attorneys regularly counsel clients and close fi nancing transactions on 
a multistate basis, from coast to coast and internationally. We accomplish 
this through a team-oriented, client-focused approach utilizing our network 
of offices located across the United States and in London. Our agribusiness 
attorneys have also developed a network of local counsel relationships 
throughout the United States and internationally. Within the past fi ve years, 
our attorneys have documented, negotiated and closed transactions 
in more than 40 states. We have represented several national fi nancial 
institutions and commercial lenders in the origination and closing of 
agricultural, commercial and industrial mortgage loans and credit facilities 
on a nationwide basis. 

Loan Workout Services
We represent a wide range of lenders and borrowers in all types of 
agricultural loan workouts, foreclosures and bankruptcies. The experience 
of our attorneys includes restructuring and foreclosure of general farms, 
raw land, citrus farms, cranberry farms and cold storage facilities. It is 

Expertise
Our attorneys are nationally 
recognized for their experience 
involving Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC), U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) and Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) regulatory 
compliance; North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) 
interpretations; and cross-border 
operations. Our counsel has been 
applied to unique industry issues, 
such as: 

  Private and public debt and equity 
fi nancing 

  Structuring ownership and 
investments to comply with state 
corporate farming laws 

  Environmental compliance 

  Security interests in patents, 
trademarks and copyrights 

  Perfection of security interests in 
crops 

  Lending in Indian territory 

  Chapter 12 bankruptcies 

  Crop insurance 

  Perishable Agricultural 
Commodities Act



not uncommon for insolvent borrowers to fi le counterclaims under lender liability theories, and our attorneys have extensive 
experience defending such claims. Our attorneys have substantial experience in foreclosure, deeds in lieu of foreclosure, 
replevin and subsequent ownership, management and disposition of a variety of agricultural collateral. We advise clients 
on a broad spectrum of issues that arise in real estate ownership, including tax consequences, eviction proceedings, title 
considerations and environmental concerns. 

Representative Experience
  Represented lead lender in $110 million credit facility to agricultural borrower. Advised a national agricultural lender in an 
$18.5 million credit facility to a farmer and agricultural supplier. 

  Represented national agricultural lending company in the development of form documents for the origination of term, 
revolving, equipment, livestock, seed, construction and letter of credit facilities. 

  Counseled life insurance company in the origination and servicing of its $2 billion agricultural loan portfolio secured by 
properties located in more than 30 states. 

  Represented life insurance company in the origination of a $10 million mortgage loan to an open-ended investment fund 
secured by a 7,000-acre irrigated and leased cotton farm in Georgia. 

  Advised a borrower in the food and food-product supply chain in connection with its large-cap syndicated credit facilities 
totaling more than $300 million. 

  Represented a public ethanol company in arranging a $125 million credit facility from Farm Credit System lenders and a $38 
million bridge loan facility supported by letters of credit. 

  Represented lead commercial lender, administrative agent and collateral agent in connection with $250 million syndicated 
fi nancing for the construction and expansion of a renewable energy plant. 

  Counseled Triumph Foods, a consortium of several leading Midwestern pork producers, as it opened a $150 million 
corporate headquarters and processing facility. Funded in part by a multifaceted $36 million incentive package of Chapter 
100, tax increment fi nancing and infrastructure bonds.

  Successfully defended a class action lawsuit against a farm credit entity seeking to rescind $50 million worth of oil and gas 
interests reserved in the resale of foreclosed farm property. 

  Obtained a ruling from the Supreme Court of Illinois that the direct notice provisions of the Food Security Act with respect to 
perfecting liens require strict compliance, not substantial compliance.
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About Our Firm 
Husch Blackwell is an industry-focused, full-service litigation and business law fi rm with offices in 15 U.S. cities and in 
London. We represent national and global leaders in major industries including energy and natural resources; fi nancial ser-
vices; food and agribusiness; healthcare, life sciences and pharmaceuticals; real estate, development and construction; and 
technology, manufacturing and transportation.


